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body to know I’m a fourth-quarter player. So I
don’t miss my shots in the fourth quarter. So as
long as we’ve got a strong team and everybody
is committed and engaged and involved, we’re
not just going to win this election, we are going
to win this election, and then we are also going
to make sure that we rebuild this country.

We’re also going to make sure that our infra-
structure is the best in the world once again.
We are once again going to have the most—the
highest rate of college graduates in the world.
We’re also going to make sure that we are the
most competitive nation in the world. We are
also going to make sure that we fix a broken
immigration system. We are also going to make
sure that we deal with neighborhoods all across

the country that are impoverished and where
too many kids are giving up hope. We are also
going to make sure that we are respected
around the world not just for our military
might, but for our values and for the things
that we stand for.

We have a lot of work to do, but if you’re
with me, I guarantee you we’re going to make
it happen. So God bless you. God bless the
United States of America, everybody. Thank
you. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:31 p.m. at the
residence of John and Ultima Morgan. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at the White House Forum on American Latino Heritage
October 12, 2011

Hello, everybody! Thank you so much.
Thank you, everybody. Everybody, please have
a seat. Well, welcome to Washington. It is an
honor to be here with so many leaders and
thinkers who’ve come together for one reason:
to celebrate Latino culture and honor the con-
tributions that so many Latinos have made—
and continue to make—to our Nation.

I want to begin by thanking Sergeant First
Class Petry for that introduction. Three
months ago, I was honored to present Sergeant
Petry with our Nation’s highest military deco-
ration, the Medal of Honor. And we are so
proud of him. He is an inspiration to all of us.
And he is the latest in a long line of Latino he-
roes to wear America’s uniform. So I was men-
tioning to him that I went to Walter Reed this
week and—to visit some of our wounded war-
riors, and a number of them remarked on how
they had had a chance to meet Sergeant Petry.
He had gone by to talk to some of those guys.
And seeing him in uniform, proud, doing what
he does, inspired them and made them certain
that they were going to pull through. And so
that’s the kind of effect he’s having on people
each and every day. And we’re really proud of
him. So thank you very much. Thank you.

I also want to recognize the Members of
Congress who are here. I want to thank my

dear friend and outstanding Secretary of the
Interior, Ken Salazar, for organizing this fo-
rum. Whenever Ken is asked how long his an-
cestors have been in this country, he says, “Oh,
about 400 years.” [Laughter] So his roots go
way back, just like I know many of yours do.

And that’s what today is all about. Diversity
has always been America’s strength. We are
richer because of the men and women and
children who’ve come to our shores and joined
our Union. And we are better off because of
the ideas that they’ve brought and the differ-
ence that they’ve made and the impact they’ve
had on our lives.

And nowhere is that more true than with the
Latino community. Right now there are 54
million Americans of Latino descent, one-sixth
of our population: our neighbors, our cowork-
ers, our family, our friends. You’ve helped us
build our cities, grow our economy, defend our
country. And today, for the first time in history,
there is a Latina in my Cabinet and a Latina on
the bench of the highest court in the land. Hil-
da Solis is doing an outstanding job.

Now, this forum is about celebrating that
heritage, because too often the achievements
of Latinos go unrecognized. And there are
achievements that have been hard won. We
know life hasn’t always been easy for Latinos in
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this country and still isn’t. The land of opportu-
nity hasn’t always been the land of acceptance.
But the fact that Latinos have done so much
and come so far is a testament to the vision that
has sustained you. It’s a vision that says, maybe
I never had a chance to get a good education,
but I want my daughter to go to college, maybe
get a second degree. Maybe I started out work-
ing in the fields, but some day I’ll own my own
business. Maybe I wasn’t born in this country,
but I’ll sign up to fight for it. Maybe I have to
make sacrifices, but those sacrifices are worth
it if it means a better life for my family.

That’s the story of parents, grandparents,
great-grandparents, great-great-grandparents,
that determination, that perseverance, that
sense of what is possible that has kept the
American Dream alive and well in the Latino
community. And more than any one person or
any one story, those are the values that we have
to remember today.

We need to remember those values because
times are especially tough right now, and
they’ve been tough for a while. For the better
part of a decade, we’ve seen the rich get richer,
the poor get poorer, the middle class get
squeezed. That was before the crisis that began
in Wall Street and made its way to Main
Streets all across America, making it harder for
people to find jobs, harder for families to keep
their heads above water.

And the Latino community knows this bet-
ter than most. The unemployment rate among
Latinos is one of the highest in the country.
And right now too many families are struggling
just to get by. That’s not right. I ran for Presi-
dent for the same reason many people came to
this country in the first place: Because I be-
lieve America should be a place where you can
always make it if you try; a place where every
child, no matter what they look like, where
they come from, should have a chance to suc-
ceed.

I still believe in that America. I believe we
can be that America again. The truth is, the
problems we face today were a long time com-
ing and solving them will take time. In a global
economy, it will require us to have the best ed-
ucated workforce, the strongest commitment

to research and innovation, the most reliable
communications and transportation networks.

But with so many people hurting today,
there are things we can do right now to make a
difference. There are things we should do right
now to put more people back to work and to
restore a sense of security and fairness that’s
been missing for too long.

So that’s why I put forward the “American
Jobs Act.” That’s why I sent Congress a jobs
bill made up of the kinds of proposals that, tra-
ditionally, Democrats and Republicans have
supported. Independent economists who do
this for a living have said the “American Jobs
Act” would lead to more growth and nearly 2
million jobs next year. No other jobs plan has
that kind of support from actual economists, no
plan from Congress, no plan from anybody.

But apparently, none of this matters to Re-
publicans in the Senate. Because last night,
even though a majority of Senators voted in fa-
vor of the “American Jobs Act,” a Republican
minority got together as a group and blocked
this jobs bill from passing the Senate. They
said no to more jobs for teachers, no to more
jobs for cops and firefighters, no to more jobs
for construction workers and veterans, no to
tax cuts for small-business owners and middle
class Americans.

Now, a lot of folks in Washington and the
media will look at last night’s vote and say,
well, that’s it. Let’s move on to the next fight.
But I’ve got news for them: not this time, not
with so many Americans out of work, not with
so many folks in your communities hurting. We
will not take no for an answer.

We will keep organizing, and we will keep
pressuring, and we will keep voting until this
Congress finally meets its responsibilities and
actually does something to put people back to
work and improve the economy.

We’ll give Members of Congress a chance to
vote on whether they think that we should
keep teachers out of work or put them back in
the classroom where they belong, teaching our
kids.

They’ll get a chance to vote on whether they
think that construction workers should stay
idle while our roads and bridges are falling
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apart or whether we should put these men and
women back to work rebuilding America.

Republicans say that one of the most impor-
tant things we can do is cut taxes. Well, they
get a chance to vote on whether we should cut
taxes for middle class families or let them go
up. This job would cut taxes for virtually every
worker and small business in America; 25 mil-
lion Latinos would benefit. If you’re a small-
business owner who hires a new worker or rais-
es wages, you’d get another tax cut. If you hire
a veteran, like Sergeant Petry, you’d get anoth-
er tax cut. Anybody who fights for our country
should not have to fight for a job when they
come home.

Now, I know some folks in Congress
blocked this jobs bill because of how it’s paid
for. Well, we already agreed to cut nearly $1
trillion in Government spending. We’ve of-
fered to cut even more in order to bring down
the deficit. But we can’t just cut without asking
those of us who’ve been most fortunate in our
society to pay our fair share. And that’s not
about punishing success, it’s about making
choices. If we want to create jobs and close the
deficit and invest in our future, the money has
got to come from somewhere.

And so we’ve got to ask ourselves a question:
Would we rather keep the Tax Code with its
loopholes exactly as they are for millionaires
and billionaires, or do you want construction
workers to have a job rebuilding roads and
bridges and schools? Because you know a lot of
our kids in the community are learning in trail-
ers right now. Why wouldn’t we want to put
people back to work rebuilding those schools?
Would you rather fight for special interest tax
breaks, or do you want to fight for tax cuts for
small businesses and middle class families in
your neighborhood? I think I know the answer.

In the end, this is a debate about fairness
and who we are as a country. It’s a debate
about what we believe in. What kind of country
do we want to be? When Michelle and I tuck
our daughters into bed at night, we think about
the fact that we are only where we are because
somebody who came before us met their re-
sponsibilities. They put the America Dream
within our reach. They made sure that there

were student loan programs out there, and
they made sure that there were decent schools
out there, that there were opportunities for ev-
erybody. That’s the reason all of you are here
today, because somebody made an investment
10 years ago, 20 years ago, 30 years ago, 40
years ago, to ensure that you had a chance at
success.

Those aren’t White or Black or Latino or
Asian or Native American values. Those are
American values. Now it’s up to us—this gen-
eration—to do our part to invest now so that
the next generation has a shot.

These are tough times, and a lot of people
are living week to week, paycheck to paycheck,
even day to day. They need action, and they
need it now. They want Congress to work for
the people who elected them in the first place.
They want Congress to do their job.

So I need your help. I’m going to need—you
are opinion leaders all across the country. I
need you to e-mail and tweet and fax and write
letters and get on the phone, meet face to face.
Remind Members of Congress who they work
for. Remind them what’s at stake here. The
time for games and politics is over. Too many
in this country are hurting for us to stand by
and do nothing.

This jobs bill will help the Latino communi-
ty right now, and it will help the larger Ameri-
can community right now. We all have a stake
in this recovery, and it’s up to every single one
of us to fight for a better future.

In 1966, Cesar Chavez was struggling to
bring attention to the treatment of farm work-
ers in California, and he received a telegram
from a friend who knew a little something
about standing up for justice. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King wrote: “As brothers in the fight for
equality, I extend the hand of fellowship and
goodwill. We are with you in spirit and in de-
termination that our dreams for a better to-
morrow will be realized.”

And here in America, we are united by more
than the color of our skin or the language that
we speak. We are joined together by a shared
creed, a shared set of values. We’re connected
by the future we want for ourselves and our
children. And we determine our own destiny
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here. Whether your ancestors came from a—
came over on a slave ship or crossed the Rio
Grande or were here long before the country
was founded, we’re in this together. And we
have the opportunity to right now—to deter-
mine our own destiny.

So I hope you will join me in helping us
meet this moment. Let’s get to work putting
the American people back to work. And let’s
show once again why the United States of

America remains the greatest nation on
Earth.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you, and God bless the United States of Amer-
ica.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:37 a.m. in
the Yates Auditorium at the Department of the
Interior. In his remarks, he referred to Sfc. Le-
roy A. Petry, USA.

Statement on Congressional Passage of Trade Agreements With Colombia,
Panama, and South Korea
October 12, 2011

The landmark trade agreements and assis-
tance for American workers that passed tonight
are a major win for American workers and
businesses. I’ve fought to make sure that these
trade agreements with South Korea, Colombia,
and Panama deliver the best possible deal for
our country, and I’ve insisted that we do more
to help American workers who have been af-
fected by global competition. Tonight’s vote,
with bipartisan support, will significantly boost
exports that bear the proud label “Made in
America,” support tens of thousands of good-

paying American jobs, and protect labor rights,
the environment, and intellectual property.
American automakers, farmers, ranchers, and
manufacturers, including many small business-
es, will be able to compete and win in new
markets. I look forward to signing these agree-
ments, which will help achieve my goal of dou-
bling American exports and keeping America
competitive in the 21st century.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3078,
H.R. 3079, and H.R. 3080.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for President Lee Myung-bak of South
Korea
October 13, 2011

President Obama. Good morning, everybody.
I hope everybody is enjoying the weather.

I am told there is a Korean proverb, which
says, “Words have no wings, but they can fly a
thousand miles.” President Lee, First Lady Kim,
I hope my words today will be felt in the hearts
of all South Koreans when I say to our allies, our
partners, our dear friends, please accept our
warmest welcome. Hwan yong hamnida.

Today we welcome a leader whose remark-
able life embodies the rise of his nation, from
an impoverished child who drank water to fill
his hungry stomach, to the student who
cleaned the streets to pay his tuition, to the ac-
tivist sent to jail for protesting dictatorship, to

the leader guiding his country to new heights,
my good friend and partner, President Lee.

Today we celebrate an alliance rooted in the
shared values of our people: our servicemembers
who have fought and bled and died together for
our freedom, our students and workers and en-
trepreneurs who work together to create oppor-
tunity and prosperity, and our families, bound by
the generations, including many who are here to-
day, proud and patriotic Korean Americans.

President Lee, our two nations have stood
together for more than 60 years. Over the past
2 years we’ve deepened our cooperation. To-
day I’m proud to say that the alliance between
the United States and the Republic of Korea is
stronger than it has ever been.
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